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SUBJECT: CASTRO LASHES OUT AT US 

1 . IN MAJOR SPEECH TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PODER POPULAR DECEMBER 
24, FIDEL CASTRO DELIVERED MOST SWEEPING CRITIQUE OF US POLICY 
SINCE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TOOK OFFICE - INCLUDING HARSH AND 
EMOTIONAL REJECTION OF RECENT USG DECLARATIONS ON CUBAN POLICY IN 
AFRICA. CASTRO ALSO REBUFFED AND RIDICULED RECENT US (INCLUDING 
PRESUMABLY SENATORIAL) APPEALS ON BEHALF OF CUBAN NATIONALITY 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. CASTRO, IN DISCUSSING VARIOUS POLICY ISSUES, 

SUGGESTED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAS BEEN MISGUIDED BY HIS ADVISORS 
AND THAT, UNLESS USG POLICY CHANGES, THE CUBANS WILL "FIGHT 
AGAINST" PRESIDENT CARTER, AS THEY HAVE AGAINST PREVIOUS AMERICAN 
PRESIDENTS. 

2. MAJOR THEME OF CASTRO SPEECH WAS TO LAY OUT LONG-TERM STRATEGY 
OF CONSUMER SACRIFICE AND HEIGHTENED INVESTMENT TO REDUCE CUBA'S 
DEPENDENCE ON WEST. WHILE ADMITTING UTILITY OF US-CUBAN RAPPROCHE- 
MENT, CASTRO SOUGHT TO CONVEY IMPRESSION THAT HE IS DEALING WITH US 
FROM POSITION OF RELATIVE STRENGTH AND THAT HE NEED NOT BE MOVED 
BY US PRESSURES AND BLANDISHMENTS. HE AGAIN APPEARED TO CONDITION 
FURTHER PROGRESS ON CONTENTIOUS US-CUBAN ISSUES (E.G., RELEASE OF 
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REMAINING AMCIT POLITICAL PRISONERS) ON FULL OR PARTIAL LIFTING OF 
US EMBARGO, WHICH HE TERMED AN IMMORAL NEGOTIATING ARM OF US. 

3. DETAILS FOLLOW IN SEPTEL. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST CASTRO SPEECH SINCE SEPTEMBER OPENING 

OF INTERESTS SECTIONS IN WHICH UNDERLYING PREMISE IS THAT US-CUBAN 
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RELATIONS MAY JUST LIKELY DETERIORATE AS IMPROVE. LOWERING OF 
EXPECTATIONS IN THIS REGARD MAY BE INTENDED TO CONDITION CUBAN PUBLIC 
OPINION IN EVENT NORMALIZATION PROCESS COMES TO NOUGHT, TO REAFFIRM 
CUBAN LOYALTY TO USSR AT TIME OF SENSITIVE MOSCOW-HAVANA ECONOMIC 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND TO PLACE TACTICAL PRESSURE ON US ADMINISTRATION 
TO SOFTEN EMBARGO. 

5. CASTRO WAS OBVIOUSLY EMOTIONALLY AROUSED IN THIS SPEECH, AND 
IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER OR HOW HIS FIERY LINE WILL BE REFLEC- 
TED IN EARLY POLICY DECISIONS AND ACTIONS. UPCOMING VISIT OF CODEL 
REUSS MAY PERMIT FURTHER INSIGHTS. USINT RECOMMENDS LOW-KEY USG 
OFFICIAL REACTION TO CASTRO'S ATTACK, EMPHASIZING THAT NORMAL- 
IZATION IS AT BEST A DIFFICULT PROCESS AND THAT ACTIONS ON BOTH 
SIDES ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN WORDS. 

LANE 
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